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fly. But we've got one thing in our favour, and that
is time. He's not in any hurry. He's waited years
for that stuff, and, now that he's got it, he's not going
to rush to turn it into a cheque."
" That cuts both ways/' said L " So long as it
lies in a vault, what on earth can we do ? And he
may keep it there for years."
"True," said Jonah. "But I'd rather it lay in
a vault than went overseas. The moment it leaves
the country we've lost the match. But as long as
it lies in a vault, we've always got a chance of making
him get it out."
" I commend direct action," said Berry. " He's
coming to stay with us. Let's tie him up and starve
him until he hands us the key. When his stomach
begins to argue, he'll listen to that."
" Too big a risk," said Jonah. " If it doesn't
come off, we're beaten once for all. You can bet
your life he's lodged the key at his Bank."
" What if he has ? He can write to the Bank and
tell them to give it to us. We make it plain to him
that water is what he lives on until we handle the
jewels."
" That's no good," said Fluff. " You don't get me
taking no papers into a Bank. Makes me go hot all
over. What if he's signed 'em wrong ? A cove
like that'll put up a thousand bluffs. And you've
got to C$11 *em, sonny. That's the snag. No, no.
The Captain's right. We'll want a fly and a half
for this old fish."
'* I should very much like/' said Jonah, * to have a
look at his mail. Will you see what you can do in
that way ? He lives in a flat, and the postman leaves
the letters down in the porter's lodge."
So